1996-97 HMM ARTICLE INDEX 





This index to Hospital Materials Management covers issues 
from January 1996 to December 1997. To order back issues 
or reprints, please call Hospital Materials Management at 
800-328-321 1. 


Adhesives 


3M gets the nod from Premier for variety of adhesive 
products for health care use. Aug 97:9. 

CMMA members to buy tapes, drapes, other 3M prod- 
ucts under four contracts. Nov 97:6. 

Items from adhesive tapes to electrodes will be part of 
new 3M-Premier contract. Dec 97:7. 


Air warming products 


Air warming products from Augustine available to VHA 
members under new pact. Dec 96:8. 


Anesthesia supplies 

Abbott joins Braun as anesthesia supply source for VHA 
under private label deal. Feb 97:6. 

Prices for the anesthesia gas isoflurane falling through 
floor. Jun 96:1. 

Study brings hospitals, suppliers together to investigate 
anesthesia supply costs. Mar 97:5. 

VHA adds Smith Industries anesthesia products, to be 
sold under PLUS label. Jul 97:7. 

HSCA, Ohmeda-BOC Gases sign accord. Jun 96:8. 

VHA chooses Braun for anesthesia trays. Dec 96:7. 

Premier picks two for anesthesia supplies. Jan 97:7. 


Bandages 


See Wound care 


Bar codes 


After helping tame the Wild West, remote St. Alexius 
leads the way in bar code use. Dec 96:3. 

Most med-surg suppliers meet Dept. of Defense deadline 
for bar coding. Jul 96:10. 

St. Alexius continues to make UPN history by evaluating 
new bar code systems. Mar 97:4. 

St. Alexius wins bar coding award. Jan 96:6. 


Batteries 


VHA extends Duracell batteries agreement for another 
three years in $6.5 billion deal. Jun 97:6. 


Beds 
Rotational therapy beds: Are they worth the cost? Jul 
97:18. 
VHA extends specialty bed contract. Aug 96:7. 


Tenet signs with Kinetic Concepts for rental, purchase of 
therapy beds. Aug 96:6. 


Blankets 
For hot and cold therapy, HSCA picks InCare to supply 
equipment, blankets. Dec 97:6. 
Blood testing 


AmeriNet chooses Sherwood for needles, inks microbi- 
ology agreement with Remel. Apr 97:7. 


Bedside-use blood diagnostic products are subject of 
new Premier agreement. Dec 97:7. 

Corporate pact offers range of supplies for blood 
glucose, clinical chemistry. Dec 97:6. 

Don’t let blood products attract budget vampires. Nov 
97:9. 

HSCA contract features new blood gas analysis device 
from Diametrics Medical. Feb 97:8. 

HSCA, Ortho Diagnostics agreement offers blood bank 
products, equipment. Nov 97:8. 

New agreement offers automated system for monitoring 
blood culture at VHA Inc. Jun 97:6. 

New UHC agreement with Diametrics offers point-of-care 
blood testing device. Feb 97:7. 

Premier blood gas kit pact starts June 1; analyzer equip- 
ment contract still pending. Jun 97:7. 

Premier names Coulter Corp., Sysmex in dual-source 
hematology supplies pact. Oct 97:7. 

Premier picks Dade, Johnson & Johnson as suppliers of 
coagulation products. Dec 97:6. 

Purchase Connection adds mobile device for blood anal- 
ysis with Diametrics pact. Mar 97:9. 

Shared Services offers hand held IRMA analyzers for 
blood gas in two-year pact. Apr 97:6. 

Surgical director sensed savings potential in switching to 
reusable pulse oxisensors. Jan 97:3. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for deal to provide 
blood glucose test products . Aug 97:8. 


Budget 


How a hospital budget director expects supply prices to 
vary in 1997. Feb 97:15. 


Capital Equipment 


AmeriNet signs $57 million deal with J&J for sterilization 
systems. Jul 96:7. 

COHR adds equipment repair technicians with acquisi- 
tion of two more companies. Sep 96:18. 

Diagnostic equipment purchases down in 1995 for the 
second year in a row. Jan 96:3. 

DOD orders for patient monitoring equipment boosts 
Protocol bottom line. Sep 96:18. 

Florida system picks COHR for contract providing equip- 
ment repair and more. Jun 97:4. 

Genesis Health System will develop savings with Philips 
radiology equipment. Jul 96:4. 

Government hospitals have new contract covering diag- 
nostic imaging equipment. Dec 97:3. 

Hoag hopes new computed radiography system 
develops significant savings. Jan 96:6. 

Hospitals plan to buy more equipment, but mostly in 
nonmedical areas. Jun 96:3. 

Indiana hospitals hope to develop savings with new 
digital imaging system. Feb 96:5. 

J&J lands contract with five GPOs for instrument steril- 
ization equipment. May 96:7. 

Jameson Hospital takes delivery of MRI called world's 
first mobile unit. May 96:4. 

Long Island College Hospital retrofits and upgrades will 
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save $4.4 million. Jan 96:4. 

Massachusetts hospital looks to the west for manager of 
equipment maintenance. Jun 97:3. 

New company, established by Premier, will concentrate 
on capital equipment. Jul 97:7. 

New HSCA agreement offers discounts on hospital televi- 
sions from TeleHealth. Dec 97:6. 

Nurse call equipment, building systems among recent 
Premier supply agreements. Jun 97:6. 

Palomar Pomerado installs new Pap smear screening 
equipment. Apr 96:4. 

Premier agreement names two suppliers of rental 
medical equipment and service. May 97:6. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of two sources for 
mechanical ventilators. Aug 97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds HVAC air filters to new facili- 
ties management portfolio. Aug 97:7. 

Robots deliver the goods for pharmacists at Univ. of 
Calif.'s San Diego Medical Center. Mar 96:4. 

San Bernardino County Med. Center will install Siemens 
filmless imaging network. May 96:4. 

Shared Services, Otis ink new elevator maintenance 
agreement based on usage. May 96:7. 

Siemens gets nod from VHA to provide variety of 
telecommunications equipment. Sep 97:7. 

SSH awards cardiorespiratory equipment contract to 
Medical Graphics Corp. Mar 96:6. 

St. Luke's installing image management network for 
radiographic images. Jul 96:3. 

TargetBuy focuses on CAT scanning equipment from 
Picker International. Feb 96:8. 

Tenet adds third company to provide hospital equip- 
ment maintenance service. May 97:4. 

Three-year maintenance pact to provide equipment data 
base, management help. Aug 97:3. 

Two more hospitals signing up with COHR for equipment 
maintenance, management. Jul 97:5. 

U. of Ariz. Medical Center locks in $4.2 million in savings 
with Honeywell. Mar 96:5. 

UHC names Acuson prime vendor for ultrasound diag- 
nostic equipment. Jun 96:8. 

VA awards contract to Comdisco for reconditioned diag- 
nostic systems. Apr 96:6. 

VHA hospitals encouraged to standardize on immuno- 
chemistry products under pact. Jul 97:6. 

Pyxis is acquired by Cardinal Health. Mar 96:5. 

Managing hospital equipment, step by step. Jul 97:20. 


Capitation 
See Risk-sharing 


Cardiology supplies 

Agfa cine film to roll at HSCA and Premier while cath labs 
look toward digital future. May 97:8. 

Cardiology instruments covered in pact between 
Purchase Connection, Quinton. Aug 97:6. 

Cardiology products featured in contract from VHA's 
new clinical markets division. Apr 97:8. 

Columbia/HCA deal promises big savings on embolec- 


tomy catheters from AMR. 
Dec 96:5. 

Dual-source contracts mean 
dual winners as CHW hospitals pick, 
choose and save. Nov. 96:3. 

Emory tackles costs with more data, less 
inventory. Aug 97:2 

Heart valve prices moving up again. Apr 97:1. 

It’s worth the effort to merge cardio packs. Dec 97:2. 

Pacemaker prices holding firm. Jul 97:1. 

Preferred pacemakers, cardiac devices named by 
Catholic Healthcare West. Sep 96:3. 

Quality guidelines help get to the heart of pacemaker 
costs. Jul 96:18. 

Spending volume for defibrillators to reach $15 million 
per year under dual-source pact. Jun 97:7. 

Transitional inks two-year pact with Medical Graphics 
for cardiac diagnostic equipment. Feb 96:4. 

Yankee Alliance program cuts into costs of pacemakers 
and saves members $1 million. Feb 96:6. 


Catheters 


Columbia/HCA deal promises big savings on embolec- 
tomy catheters from AMR. Dec 96:5. 

Foley catheter prices continue their pattern from last 
year: steady to falling. Jul 96:1. 

Prices for vascular access products to drop by nearly 
15% in newly awarded contract. Jun 97:8. 

St. Luke's-Roosevelt manages to boost savings, safety 
with 1.V. catheter program. Nov. 96:5. 

Emory tackles costs with more data, less inventory. Aug 
97:2. 

Foley advances not showing up in prices, Aug. 97:1. 


Communications 


Videoconference systems available now through VHA 
deal with Southwestern Bell. Feb 97:6. 


Consolidation of facilities 


At Partners, materials management talks, vendors listen. 
Jan 97:2. 

New York state systems merge to form Iroquois Shared 
Services, join AmeriNet. Jan 97:5. 


Consultants 


Expense consulting firm McFaul & Lyons bought by 
Johnson & Johnson subsidiary. Oct 97:4. 

Columbia adds expense management firm McFaul & 
Lyons as consultant to members. Apr 97:4. 

Columbia offering choice of consultants for materials 
management cost reduction. Jun 97:5. 


Contracting strategies 
At Partners, materials management talks, vendors listen. 
Jan 97:2. 
At VA hospitals, prime vendor agreements continue to 
lack compliance provisions. Nov 97:5. 
California hospitals switch group affiliation, consolidate 
contract buying under Premier. Jun 97:4. 
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Children's may develop new twist on distribution 
contract Apr 97:2. 

CHIPS attract MAGNET in the market for information 
services, publications. Dec 97:8. 

Colorado hospital finds financial strength in standard- 
izing and contract purchasing. Jun 97:5. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps tight rein on compli- 
ance. May 97:1. 

Compliance spells cash for Purchase Connection. Aug 
96:2. 

Consolidation in Wisconsin nets savings: first from effi- 
ciencies, now from contracts. May 97:5. 

Eastern, southern hospitals revisit GPOs; some decide to 
make affiliation changes. May 97:3. 

Emergency rooms can save money while saving lives. 
Mar 97:18. 

For effective cost reduction, look outside the usual 
areas. Nov 97:2 

For smaller hospitals, sometimes a bigger group 
purchasing organization is better. Nov 97:8. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, but delay imple- 
mentation for two months. Jul 97:6. 

Growing Catholic Health Initiatives moves to blend, rear- 
range contract portfolios. Sep 97:4. 

Guidelines recommended for all contracts. Aug 97:9. 

Hong Kong hospitals looking to adopt some U.S. tech- 
niques for trimming supply costs. Feb 97:5. 

Hospital systems follow consolidation with choice of 
Premier for purchasing. Dec 97:4. 

Hospitals outside Columbia/HCA system invited to 
participate in buying contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Hospitals proclaim strong group loyalty while vendor 
compliance gripes mount. Mar 97:8. 

Hospitals with the highest 1996 savings rates earn 
honors from their national GPO. Mar 97:5. 

How saving money can help save lives. Nov 97:14. 

Hurry up and wait: After dry spell, Winter '96-'97 brings 
blizzard of contracts. Feb 97:13. 

Incarnate Word Health System of Texas plans to start 
purchasing through Tenet. Dec 97:3. 

Is there life after outsourcing and consolidation? Nov 
96:16. 

Kaiser's national buying effort reveals lots of room for 
saving. Apr 97:1. 

Large hospitals and integrated systems are asking: Are 
group purchasing organizations really necessary? Jan 96:18. 

Materials managers must take back contract responsi- 
bility. Jun 97:2. 

Mercy National Purchasing name change marks new role 
for pre-Premier group. Feb 97:6. 

Mercy Resource Management contracts net hospitals 
$2.87 million in dividends. Apr 97:3. 

Merger of Columbia hospitals nets hybrid delivery 
system; part stockless, part not. Jan 97:3. 

More VHA hospitals find savings are worth compliance. 
May 97:2. 

New BuyPower head takes aim at utilization costs. Sep 
97:2. 

Pending merger, hospitals in VHA, UHC will have to stick 


to their own contracts. Nov 97:3. 

Pennsylvania Hospital starts off contract with advance 
check for savings in hand. Jan 97:4. 

Popularity of Opportunity program based on the fact 
that joining it is voluntary. Oct 97:6. 

Premier adds, subtracts and combines people, programs 
as contract surge ends. Apr 97:7. 

Premier Inc. meets Kaiser Permanente when HMO picks 
up Washington affiliate. Jul 97:8. 

Premier members can look for corporate contracts to 
multiply in the near future. Jul 97:6. 

Premier outlines its new strategies. Apr 96:8. 

Price still number one concern when most hospital 
materials managers go shopping. Feb 97:3. 

Prompted by one hospital’s experience, Texas system 
decides to join Premier. Dec 97:3. 

Purchase Connection inks new distributor contracts 
with Allegiance, Owens & Minor. Feb 97:8. 

Regional group gets high marks for using Internet to 
deliver contract information. Sep 97:8. 

Southcoast consolidates purchasing for three hospitals 
under premier tent. Dec 97:5. 

Standardization: not always worth the effort. Oct 97:22. 

Supply savings could help ensure viability of new 
community-based hospital system. Apr 97:5. 

Three-hospital health care system sheds Premier ties 
and joins VHA Pennsylvania. Jan 97:5. 

What did hospitals spend on contracts last year? It 
depends on whom you ask. Apr 97:4. 

When assessing supply costs, don’t forget case volume. 
Aug 97:18. 


CP-PPI 


Producer price index up, medical care CPI drops slightly. 
Oct 97:17. 

Both producer, consumer price indexes up slightly in 
June. Aug 97:17. 

Producer price index down, medical care CPI holds 
steady. Sep 97:17. 

Producer Price Index edges downward very slightly. Mar 
97:17. 

Producer Price Index moves down another notch. Apr 
97:17. 

Producer Prices post modest rise in December; Medical 
Care Commodities were 210.4 for the year. Feb 97:17. 


Diagnostic supplies 


Chemistry testing available from three vendors; no need 
to buy the equipment. Aug 97:6. 

Diagnostic chemical supplies are focus of pair of recent 
Premier agreements. Aug 97:8. 

Premier adds to diagnostic supply portfolio with Bayer, 
Organon Teknika. Aug 97:8. 

Purchase Connection, Johnson & Johnson base partner- 
ship on expectations of value. Dec 97:7. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for deal to provide 
blood glucose test products. Aug 97:8. 
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A year later, hospitals rethinking decision to dump 
Owens & Minor for Allegiance. Apr 97:3. 

Abbott takes over distribution, sales responsibilities for 
Berlex contrast media. Sept.96:18 

Air Force JIT deal won't fly with current regs. Dec 97:12. 

AmeriNet rejects Owens & Minor's 1% price increase. Jan 
96:1. 

Baxter names its spinoff distribution company Alle- 
giance Health care Corp. Jul 96:10. 

Best Value additions from Allegiance could drop costs of 
popular suture brand. Nov. 96:4. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings from exclusive 
distribution contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings from exclusive 
distribution contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Chicago distributor gets the nod for VA prime vendor 
contract in Alaska. Jun 96:4. 

Cleveland Clinic names McKesson as prime vendor for 
pharmaceuticals. Feb 96:5. 

Denver's Saint Joseph, Kaiser sign distribution deals with 
Baxter. Feb 96:4. 

Denver's St. Joseph and Kaiser Permanente tap Baxter 
for shared risk distribution agreements; a first for the 
national HMO. May 96:3. 

Department of Defense awards Washington state prime 
vendor status to Durr Medical. Feb 96:78. 

Dept. of Defense awards two prime vendor deals to 
Owens & Minor. Jan 96:8. 

Dept. of Defense distribution deal launches government 
agency into cyberspace. Mar 96:6. 

Distribution central to supply chain of the future. Dec 
96:12. 

General Medical planning to seek more hospital 
customers following acquisition. May 97:5 

GNYHA sets Caligor as its prime distributor. Apr 96:6. 

Group signs specialty product distributor to streamline 
distribution, cut invoices. Apr 97:7. 

Hospital ownership shuffle creates change in 
purchasing, distribution arrangements. Jun 97:3. 

Indiana University Medical Center goes stockless—again, 
this time with Baxter. Jan 96:3. 

Like other industries, hospitals can cut costs by cutting 
lead times for delivery. Sept 96:2. 

Materials managers respond to UPS strike. Sep 97:13. 

Medical-surgical supplier Durr Medical adds long-term 
care facilities contract. Sep 96:18 

Most med-surg suppliers meet Dept. of Defense deadline 
for bar coding. Jul 96:10. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospitals in General 
Medical distribution contract. Apr 97:4. 

Northwestern puts distribution eggs in one basket; 
Bergen-Brunswig new sole source. Jun 97:3. 

Number of authorized distributors to go from four to 
eight under new VHA deals. Sep 97:7. 

Owens & Minor's annual report shows dismal results; 
distributor outlines steps to reverse its declining fortunes. 
May 96:10. 

Owens, GM will battle for contract for new Dept. of 


Defense region. Jun 96:4. 

Price increase affects sales, 
as groups and hospitals drop 
distributor. Sept 96: 18. 

Provider criticism of medical-surgical 
supply distributors is based on incorrect 
perceptions and expectations. Jan 96:11. 

Purchase Connection close to inking new distribu- 
tion deals. Jul 96:1. 

Purchase Connection inks new distributor contracts 
with Allegiance, Owens & Minor. Feb 97:8. 

Shared Services gives Durr prime distribution vendor 
status. Jun 96:6. 

St. Elizabeth's Hospital looks to regional distributor for 
price, service advantage. Nov. 96:5. 

St. Luke's-Roosevelt turns over operations of distribution 
center to Micro Bio-Medics. Feb 96:5. 

St. Paul Ramsey switches Durr and Baxter as prime 
distributor; Durr takes top spot. May 96:4. 

Start saving on materials before the hospital is built. Mar 
97:1. Summit Medical Center, St. Joseph sign risk-sharing 
deals with Medline. Jul 96:3. 

Tenet names new distributor, promises not to upset 
status quo for two other contracts. Jun 97:4. 

Through rain or snow—especially snow—Beth Israel 
gets its med-surg supplies. Feb 96:4. 

VHA implements new ADA agreement with activity fees. 
Mar 96:1. 

VHA will reexamine its authorized distribution agent 
program. Mar 96:7. 


Drugs 
See Pharmaceutical Products 


Electrosurgery 


Tenet adds second Conmed contract, covering electro- 
surgical products. Mar 97:6. 


Emergency room 
Emergency rooms can save money while saving lives. 
Mar 97:18. 


FASA 


FASA impact still debated as price list stays on hold. Sep 
79:1. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, but delay imple- 
mentation for two months. Jul 97:6. 


Food Supplies and Service 


Contract will outsource support services after 
redesigning and combining them. May 97:5. 

Food for thought: how to keep kosher yet cut kitchen 
costs. Oct 96:1 

MedEcon taps Healthshare for food needs. Jun 96:8. 

Premier signs long-term food service pact. Dec 96:8. 

Though eight miles apart, two hospitals will share food 
service menus, purchasing. Aug 97: 4. 

VHA adds specialty nutrition products with Nutrition 
Medical contract. Mar 96:7. 





Hospital Materials Management, December 1997 


23 


© Copyright 1997 by The Business Word Inc. It is illegal under federal copyright law to reproduce, fax or input electronically this publication or any portion of it without the publisher's permission. 
For more permission information, see page 2. 








AmeriNet renews Ansell Perry agreement for variety of 
surgical and exam gloves. Jun 97:8. 

Glove price and usage more or less held steady last year, 
but that could change. Apr 96:1. 

Glove prices face conflicting forces. Dec 96:1. 

Hospitals scramble to define latex issues in glove poli- 
cies. Jul 97:1. 

Three major companies sharing Premier contract for 
powder-free surgical gloves. Jan 97:7. 

VHA revises savings estimate on glove contract with 
Baxter, Regent. Apr 96:6. 

VHA, Baxter in $15 million surgical glove contract worth 
$3 million in savings. Mar 96:6. 


Group purchasing 


AIIHEALTH offers member hospitals new "insourcing” 
program. May 96:10. 

AIIHEALTH, NJHA join VHA subsidiary HPPI for access to 
GPO's national agreements. Dec 96:6. 

AmeriNet adds more purchasing power with 199 new 
hospital members in 1996. May 97:6. 

AmeriNet annual report shows significant gains for GPO, 
in spite of loss of members for Vector Healthsystems. Jan 
96:9. 

AmeriNet launches alternate site program. Apr 96:8 

AmeriNet takes action on a number of contracts, 
completes TargetBuys. Apr 96:7. 

Biggest group banking on the biggest suppliers. May 
97:14. 

Catholic group purchasing organizations agree to merge; 
spending totals $2 billion. Sep 97:6. 

Checks in the mail for rebate distributions based on use 
of group contracts from VHA. Jun 97:8. 

Cincinnati IDN names AmeriNet its sole group 
purchasing organization. Jul 96:6. 

CMMaA posts first year member savings. Mar 96:8. 

CMMaA will gain independent status, staff as buying 
group for Catholic hospitals. Jun 97:6. 

Columbia's next acquisitions could shift purchasing 
dollars from Premier, VHA. Apr 97:5. 

Combined BJC facility will reap savings from purchasing 
efficiencies. Jul 96:4. 

Eleven join rolls of VHA PLUS. May 96:8. 

Ferional New York-area group adds more hospitals and 
millions in spending power. Jul 97:6. 

For 1995 activities VHA members receive $510 million in 
cash and purchase savings. Jun 96:7. 

For group purchasing organizations, a hard strategic 
look at the future of health care is essential to continued 
survival. Mar 96:14. 

For smaller hospitals, sometimes a bigger group 
purchasing organization is better. Nov 97:8. 

GPOs celebrate end to FASA price list extension (for 
now). Dec 97:1. 

GPOs fail to knock FASA off the books, but delay imple- 
mentation for two months. Jul 97:6. 


GPOs must redefine the term “benefit” to remain viable. 
Feb 96:3. 


GPOs nervous about expanding federal price schedule. 
Nov 96:2. 

GPOs will need flexibility to stay ahead of IDNs. Dec 97:9. 

Group purchasing may be in the future for Puerto Rico. 
Dec 96:2. 

Group purchasing record nets equity share for Shared 
Services hospitals. Dec 96:8. 

Groups continue to eye Premier hospitals as contract 
commitment date approaches. Dec 96:6. 

HealthSouth reshuffles group affiliations; Purchase 
Connection is the final choice. Nov 97:6. 

HIGPA announces new members. Feb 96:8. 

HIGPA expands supplier member ranks with five more 
trading partner members. Apr 97:8. 

HIGPA membership continues to grow as suppliers, 
groups find forum for views. May 97:8. 

HIPPI joins HIGPA, just as its own parent adopts a new 
group purchasing partner. Oct 97:7. 

Hospitals form new alliance in New York; GPOs now 
head to head in metro area. May 97:3. 

Hospitals proclaim strong group loyalty while vendor 
compliance gripes mount. Mar 97:8. 

HPPI to gain administrative services, share med-surg 
contracts with Blues. Feb 97:7. 

IDN execs will meet to discuss strategies on capitation, 
risk sharing and other issues. Feb 96:8. 

Joint Purchasing Corp. expands access to MedEcon 
purchasing contracts. Apr 96:7. 

Large hospitals and integrated systems are asking: Are 
group purchasing organizations really necessary? Jan 96:18. 

Long Island hospitals enter 10th group purchasing year 
with big contract savings. Dec 96:8. 

MedEcon extends affiliation with USS. Mar 96:8. 

Mercy National issues to members the last of 1995 
patronage refund. Mar 96:5. 

More VHA hospitals find savings are worth compliance. 
May 97:2. 

New contract expected to boost savings for wheelchairs, 
other patient equipment. May 97:6. 

New Jersey hospitals combine in system; join VHA fold 
along with regional groups. Aug 97:8. 

New Tenet hospital to leave AmeriNet behind when it 
joins the BuyPower fold. Mar 97:9. 

Premier adds, subtracts and combines people, programs 
as contract surge ends. Apr 97:7. 

Premier backs out of Vista Purchasing, but company 
intends to proceed. Jun 96:7. 

Premier contracts to get marketing push during winter 
meetings in Puerto Rico. Dec 97:7. 

Premier decides to postpone meeting, while new 
managers learn the ropes. Aug 97:7. 

Premier et al. gets its first owner. Mar 96:8. 

Premier et al. reorganizes materials and contracting 
responsibilities. Mar 96:8. 

Premier gains two hospitals with decision of Heartland 
Health System to sign up. Aug 97:7. 

Premier hospitals part company with Owens & Minor 
following price hike. Aug 96:4. 

Premier Inc. becomes newest GPO to join Health 
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Industry Group Purchasing Assn. . Jun 97:8. 

Premier Inc. continues contract blitz; recent pacts cover 
wide range of products. Mar 97:8. 

Premier Inc. launches new group purchasing organiza- 
tion with a splash. May 96:9. 

Premier members can look for corporate contracts to 
multiply in the near future. Jul 97:6. 

Premier outlines its new strategies. Apr 96:8. 

Premier reschedules meeting for Oct. 30. Sep 97:8. 

Premier rolls out latest pacts; discounts are leaner this 
time. Feb 97:1. 

Premier set to award contracts as compliance review 
begins. Sep 96:1 

Premier's biggest affiliate, GNYHA, shares contracts as 
well as executive. Apr 97:6. 

Premier, GNYHA join forces on purchasing. Jul 96:2. 

Prime targets: major GPOs eye regionals for mergers. 
Aug 97:1. 

Puerto Rican GPO forming as U.S. groups make headway 
in promoting contracts. Mar 97:7. 

Purchase Connection's parent completes its $27 million 
initial public offering. Mar 96:8. 

Regional group gets high marks for using Internet to 
deliver contract information. Sep 97:8. 

Regional group in Maryland adds national contracts with 
Purchase Connection deal. Jun 97:8. 

Regional group loyalties endure despite lure of national 
deals. Dec 96:1. 

Reorganization at Purchase Connection won't affect 
operations, members told. Apr 97:7. 

Shared Services names Georgia system as last year’s 
biggest contract spender. Jul 97:7. 

Shared Services offers hospital supply, pricing program 
to alternate sites. Jun 96:6. 

State of Louisiana calls on the private sector for help in 
purchasing med-surg supplies and pharmaceuticals. Jul 
96:6. 

SunHealth/Premier/AmHS merger done. Feb 96:8. 

Suppliers flock to VHA's buying program; second phase 
begins for early signers. Nov. 96:7. 

Survey: hospitals looking beyond price breaks to stan- 
dardization and utilization. Jan 97:4. 

TargetBuy program on target as group aims to offer 
savings on high technology. Apr 97:6. 

Three-hospital health care system sheds Premier ties 
and joins VHA Pennsylvania. Jan 97:5. 

UHC labels United its sole supplier. May 96:8. 

United Shared Services joins HIGPA. Nov. 96:8. 

VHA consolidates two California offices. Jun 96:8. 

VHA offers book to help blend cultures. Mar 96:8. 

VHA pursues secondary market. Mar 96:8. 

VHA says it's ahead of schedule in signing up members 
for its OPPORTUNITY committed purchasing program. Feb 
96:11. 

VHA says it's over the top on OPPORTUNITY sign-up. 
Apr 96:8. 

VHA signs new purchasing contracts on wide range of 
med-surg products. Jan 96:7. 

VHA’s New England regional headquarters gets new 


address in Massachusetts 
town. Aug 97:8. 

VHA, UHC purchasing combo 
puts savings ahead of styles. Oct 97:1. 

When does big become too big? Jan 
96:2. 

Who will be the winner in this high-stakes fight 
for members? May 96:1. 

Who's dropping whom? Commitment-shy members 
leave Premier as rules tighten. Aug 97: 6 

Yankee Alliance begins membership drive, vows 
continued allegiance to Premier Inc.. Feb 97:7. 


Heart vaives 
Heart valve prices moving up again. Apr 97:1. 


Hospital systems 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings from exclusive 
distribution contracts. Mar 97:4. 

CHI, Sisters of Charity make it official as consolidation 
boosts spending volume. Nov 97:4. 

Columbia adds expense management firm McFaul & 
Lyons as consultant to members. Apr 97:4. 

Columbia outpatient surgery contract follows hospital 
award, goes to Medline. Apr 97:5. 

Columbia's next acquisitions could shift purchasing 
dollars from Premier, VHA. Apr 97:5. 

Columbia, St. John begin renewal talks after successful 
first year of label pact. Oct 97:5. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps tight rein on compli- 
ance. May 97:1. 

Consolidation in Wisconsin nets savings: first from effi- 
ciencies, now from contracts. May 97:5. 

GPOs will need flexibility to stay ahead of IDNs. Dec 97:9. 

Growing Catholic Health Initiatives moves to blend, rear- 
range contract portfolios. Sep 97:4. 

Health system in Pennsylvania signs pact with pharmacy 
distributor McKesson Corp.. Apr 97:5. 

Health system looks to Tenet’s BuyPower in two-year 
pharmaceutical agreement. Sep 97:5. 

Hospital ownership shuffle creates change in 
purchasing, distribution arrangements. Jun 97:3. 

Hospitals form new alliance in New York; GPOs now 
head to head in metro area. May 97:3. 

Hospitals outside Columbia/HCA system invited to 
participate in buying contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Integrated health care delivery systems take the 
cautious approach to forming their own group purchasing 
organizations. Aug 96:3. 

Large hospitals and integrated systems are asking: Are 
group purchasing organizations really necessary? Jan 96:18. 

Mainframe gives way to client-server at Memorial Health- 
care System facilities. Mar 97:6. 

Mercy Resource Management contracts net hospitals 
$2.87 million in dividends. Apr 97:3. 

New Colorado IDN will result in face off of distributors, 
GPOs, and supply chains. Oct 97:3. 

New Colorado integrated delivery network is hoping it 
can set a good ‘Exempla’. Nov 97:3. 
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New materials management skills in demand in IDN era. 
Nov 97:2. 

New Tenet hospital to leave AmeriNet behind when it 
joins the BuyPower fold. Mar 97:9. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospitals in General 
Medical distribution contract. Mar 97:6. 

Sisters of Charity of Nazareth to become new region of 
Catholic Health Initiatives. Jun 97:3. 

Source of medical labels for Tenet buyers found in St. 
John-TimeMed joint venture. Sep 97.3. 

Supply savings could help ensure viability of new 
community-based hospital system. Apr 97:5. 

Tenet adds second Conmed contract, covering electro- 
surgical products. Mar 97:6. 

Tenet adds third company to provide hospital equip- 
ment maintenance service. May 97:4. 

Tenet supply expense ratio creeps upward but 
BuyPower programs are striking back. Nov 97:4. 

Tenet's new chemistry analyzer contract projects 
savings of 30% for hospital labs. Mar 97:6. 

Yankee Alliance adds more hospitals, shifting more 
spending power to Premier. Sep 97:7. 


Imaging equipment 


Agfa cine film to roll at HSCA and Premier while cath labs 
look toward digital future. May 97:8. 

AmeriNet chooses Picker International for diagnostic 
equipment in new contract. Nov 97:6. 

Big-ticket diagnostic imaging equipment offered at 
sizable discounts in HSCA pact. Nov 97:7. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings from exclusive 
distribution contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Diagnostic equipment purchases down in 1995 for the 
second year in a row. Jan 96:3. 

Diagnostic images linked to departments via Kodak 
system at New York hospital. Mar 97:6. 

ECRI offers online program for hospitals to compare 
pricing on supplies and devices. Feb 96:4. 

Electronic network will allow six facilities to share and 
store diagnostic images. May 97:4. 

GE provides variety of imaging equipment under new 
three-year Premier contract. Jun 97:7. 

Genesis Health System will develop savings with Philips 
radiology equipment. Jul 96:4. 

Government hospitals have new contract covering diag- 
nostic imaging equipment. Dec 97:3. 

Hoag hopes new computed radiography system 
develops significant savings. Jan 96:6. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term pact with risk-sharing 
on equipment service. Jan 97:7. 

Newly expanded Tenet Healthcare pact features bulk 
buy of CT scanners from GE. Feb 97:5. 

St. Luke's installing image management network for 
radiographic images. Jul 96:3. 

TargetBuy focuses on CAT scanning equipment from 
Picker International. Feb 96:8. 

TargetBuy program on target as group aims to offer 
savings on high technology. Apr 97:6. 

UHC names Acuson prime vendor for ultrasound diag- 


nostic equipment. Jun 96:8. 

VA awards contract to Comdisco for reconditioned diag- 
nostic systems. Apr 96:6. 

Vector extends diagnostic record pact; discount for 
members based on system. Nov 96:6. 

VHA Inc. names mammography, biopsy equipment 
supplier in new two-year pact. Jan 97:6. 

VHA contracts offer discounts on textile, diagnostic, 
radiation therapy products. Mar 97:7. 


Inflation 
Hospital earnings growth is keeping up with suppliers’ 
annual earnings increase. Nov 97:4. 


Materials costs push prices up; contracts hold them 
steady. Mar 97:12. 


Insurance 


Premier pact offers help in converting insurance to cash 
for terminal patients. Oct 97:7. 


Internet service 


HMM's publisher launches Internet service. Mar 97:2. 
The Health Care News Server™ begins publishing at 
ConnectedHealth.Net. Jul 97:2. 


intraocular surgery 


IOL prices level off after 3 years. Nov 97:1. 

IOL prices may be stabilizing as payment structures, 
technology undergo changes. Oct 96:1. 

Shared Services inks contract for |OLs, phaco equipment 
with Chiron/lolab. Jan 96:8. 


Intravenous therapy 


LV. discounts require 80% commitment. Jan 97:7. 

1.V. solution prices are holding steady; little price 
change, up or down, expected. Jun 96:1. 

Overall, |.V. solution prices edging up. Nov 96:1. 

St. Luke's-Roosevelt manages to boost savings, safety 
with i.V. catheter program. Nov. 96:5. 

Switching I.V. preparation solutions nets big savings for 
San Antonio hospitals. Jul 97:5. 

Texas hospital system plans to cut blood cleanup costs 
with addition to prep kit. Jul 97:3. 


itemized charges 
How much did that Band-Aid® cost, really? Oct 97: 2. 


Labels 


Adhesive labels subject of new contract between 
Columbia/HCA and St. John Co. Apr 97:3. 

Columbia, St. John begin renewal talks after successful 
first year of label pact. Oct 97:5. 

HSCA inks three-year pact with NewBold for patient ID 
systems and supplies. Nov 97:7. 

Source of medical labels for Tenet buyers found in St. 
John-TimeMed joint venture. Sep 97:3. 


Laboratory 


Chemical costs are not insignificant part of the supply 
budget. Jun 96:18. 
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Diagnostic chemical supplies are focus of pair of recent 
Premier agreements. Aug 97:8. 

Glass and plastic lab supplies are now included in Alle- 
giance BestValue deals. Feb 97:8. 

Latest Premier agreements feature paper, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and laboratory products. Sep 97:6. 

Palomar Pomerado installs new Pap smear screening 
equipment. Apr 96:4. 

Premier adds to diagnostic supply portfolio with Bayer, 
Organon Teknika. Aug 97:8. 

Purchase Connection names two vendors to provide 
reference laboratory services. Aug 97:7. 

Tenet signs lab contract with Dade International for 
reagents, controls. Feb 96:7. 

Tenet's new chemistry analyzer contract projects 
savings of 30% for hospital labs. Mar 97:6. 

Testing the testers: how to choose and use a reference 
lab. Jan 97:18. 

VHA chooses Abbott subsidiary for deal to provide 
blood glucose test products. Aug 97:8. 


Lasers 


Special lasers have hefty initial price tag but offer long- 
term savings on procedures. Mar 97:5. 

Less invasive surgery 

AmeriNet signs Storz Endoscopy to deal worth $16 
million in annual purchases. May 96:7. 

AmeriNet, U.S. Surgical continue contract for laparo- 
scopic, wound closure supplies. Aug 97:7. 

Feuding makers of disposable trocars responding to 
growing reusable market. May 97:4. 

Laparoscopic cholecystectomy lends itself well to 
another look at reusable vs. disposable instrument packs. 
May 96:14. 

Laparoscopic instruments good outsourcing candidates. 
Jun 97:14. 

Regional group begins offering outsourced sterile 
processing for laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 

VHA adds Smith & Nephew's Acufex line of products to 
endo contract. Feb 96:8. 


Linen 
See Textiles 


Logistics 


Logistics focus of cost-saving efforts under AmeriNet 
transportation program. Jun 97:6. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospitais in General 
Medical distribution contract. Mar 97:6. 

Penske Logistics will provide transport advice and 
services in AmeriNet contract. Dec 97:7. 

Start saving on materials before the hospital is built. Mar 
97:1. 


Maintenance 
At VHA, housekeeping just became more cost effective, 
with new contract terms. Dec 97:7. 


Hospitals sign major maintenance pacts with facilities 
giant Johnson Controls. Feb 97:3. 


Janitorial supply pact 
goes on the road after getting 
warm welcome in California. Oct 
97:6. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term pact 
with risk-sharing on equipment service. Jan 
97:7. 

Members have choice of cleaning goods with house- 
keeping contract from Premier. Nov 97:6. 

Oklahoma hospital invests in Honeywell building 
upgrades and savings guarantee. Dec 97:4. 

Three-year maintenance pact to provide equipment data 
base, management help. Aug 97:3. 

VHA expects members to clean up in pact with 3M for 
variety of additional products. Sep 97:7. 

VHA looking to Zellerbach for products that will help 
members with housekeeping. Oct 97:7. 


New contract expected to save AmeriNet members 
$150,000 per year for manikins. May 97:7. 


Maternity 
Custom packs from Allegiance to deliver major savings 
on the maternity ward. Dec 97:3. 
HSCA picks Johnson & Johnson to supply baby and 
maternity products in new pact. Nov 97:7. 


Mattzesses 


Mayo hospitals replace pressure control products with 
Comfortex mattresses. Aug 97:5. 

Rotational therapy beds: are they worth the cost? Jul 
97:18. 


Medical-surgical purchasing 

AIIHEALTH cuts orthopedics deal with Zimmer; first for 
the GPO. May 96:5. 

AmeriNet signs Storz Endoscopy to deal worth $16 
million in annual purchases. May 96:7. 

Baptist Healthcare System renews pact with Ramsdell 
for med-surg products. Jan 97:3. 

Buyers aren't lulled by pack prices. Mar 97:1. 

Columbia outpatient surgery contract follows hospital 
award, goes to Medline. Apr 97:5. 

Community Hospital of California cuts 20% from its 
supply budget in the operating room with custom proce- 
dure trays. Feb 96:10. 

Contract offers compliance-based savings on wet and 
dry surgical prep systems. Jun 97:6. 

Demand for med-surg supplies to grow at 7.6% annual 
rate through year 2000. Jul 96:10. 

DeRoyal, Baxter get VHA contracts for procedure-based 
surgical packs. May 96:6. 

Every birth is unique for the mother, but for the hospital 
is it worth the price to use custom packs instead of basic 
packs? Apr 96:14. 

Georgia system finds reduction in SKUs adds up to 
savings in operating room. Aug 97: 4. 

Growing market for disposable face masks recognized in 
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new contract. Aug 97:9. 

Hip implant prices edge downward; hospitals intensify 
standardization push. Sep 96:1 

Hospitals with the highest 1996 savings rates earn 
honors from their national GPO. Mar 97:5. 

Implant demand matching includes total knees. Sep 
97:18. 

In expanded Smith & Nephew agreement, AmeriNet adds 
orthopedics, other products. Jun 97:7. 

Indiana University Medical Center goes stockless—again, 
this time with Baxter. Jan 96:3. 

Instrument-use study could be ultimate benefit of Amer- 
iNet, Pilling Weck pact. Dec 96:7. 

Intense competition raises questions about med-surg 
business methods. Jun 96:3. 

Landmark OR procedure studies lead the way for 
savings. Dec 96:18. 

Latest capitation deal promises to net $42,000 in savings 
for small hospital. Feb 97:4. 

Loaner fees: who'll blink first in the approaching face-off? 
Jan 97:1. 

MAGNET signs DePuy Inc. to new five-year orthopedic 
implants and products contract. May 96:6. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin automating operating rooms 
under Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

MedEcon signs two suppliers for contract to provide full 
line of surgical instruments. Dec 96:7. 

Medical suppliers, related industries have brisk first 
quarter. May 97:18. 

Mississippi hospital talks OR prices down, finds more 
savings in unused products. May 97:5. 

New warehouse serves Orlando hospitals in General 
Medical distribution contract. Mar 97:6. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs on many fronts; 
adds control software. Oct 97:3. 

Precision approach, involving docs in cutting O.R. costs, 
yields big results. Mar 96:3. 

Premier contract for patient warming products goes to 
Augustine Medical Inc. Nov 96:8. 

Premier Inc. continues contract blitz; recent pacts cover 
wide range of products. Mar 97:8. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of two sources for 
mechanical ventilators. Aug 97:9. 

Price survey on packs gave flawed analysis (letter). Jun 
97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds surgical packs to contracted 
Kimberly-Clark products. Oct 97:6. 

Push is on to standardize hip implants. Sep 97:1. 

Sacred Heart reduces cost of implants by 25%, saving $2 
million in the process. Jun 96:4. 

Sacred Heart reduces cost of implants by 25%, saving $2 
million in the process. Jun 96:4. 

San Francisco hospital turns to capitation to snare 
savings on med-surg supplies. Feb 97:4. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical costs; focus on joint 
implants, multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical costs; focus on joint 
implants, multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Standard laminectomy pack knocks 9% from the cost of 


disposable supplies. Nov 97:3. 

Surgery savings mount as staff joins materials manage- 
ment in the hunt for $$. Sep 97:3. 

Surgical instruments go Elite at AmeriNet as Aesculap 
contract rewards compliance. May 97:8. 

Tenet Healthcare signs endo contract with Smith & 
Nephew worth up to $ 16 million. May 96:7. 

Tennessee hospital system names U.S.S. as sole supplier 
of surgical supply items. Nov 97:4. 

This $ 1 billion expense probably isn't even appearing on 
your financial and materials management radar screens. Jul 
96:8. 

Total joint replacement procedures present opportuni- 
ties to drive out costs through standardization, demand 
matching. Feb 96:18. 

Trauma products covered in ortho pact. Dec 96:8. 

Trend is down in cost per case in the operating room, 
but there is still room for driving out more cost; here's how. 
Mar 96:22. 

University of Texas Medical Branch pares $500,000 from 
its operating room materials and supplies budget. Jan 96:15. 

Use of custom packs increasing for more procedures; 
three hospitals post savings. Feb 97:3. 

Use of custom packs increasing for more procedures; 
three hospitals post saving. Feb 97:3. 

VHA agreement with U.S.S. subsidiary covers new device 
to aid in spinal surgery. Sep 97:6. 

VHA members will have choice of Sterile Concepts and 
Baxter for custom procedure trays; DeRoyal and Baxter to 
share high-end. Feb 96:14. 

VHA’s microsurgical instrument business will be going to 
Storz for three more years. Jul 97:7. 

What did hospitals spend on contracts last year? It 
depends on whom you ask. Apr 97:4. 


NAPM forecast 


Prices to rise in early 1997, then stabilize. Feb 97:14. 
Purchasers face the rest of 1997 with confidence. Jun 
97:18. 


Needles, syringes 

AmeriNet chooses Sherwood for needles, inks microbi- 
ology agreement with Remel. Apr 97:7. 

Chicago hospital needed fewer kinds of sharps 
containers than it thought. Sep 97:4. 

Columbia/HCA taps Marquest for sole-source blood gas 
syringe kits. May 96:3. 

Dual-source blood collection agreements offer three 
different discount levels. May 97:7. 

Medical Center expects savings to follow conversion to 
contracted needle supplies. Aug 97: 4. 

Syringe prices down; needles up. Jan 97:1. 

‘The juice isn't worth the squeeze’: syringe and needle 
prices hold steady. Jan 96:1. 

U. of Wash. tests needle system. Jun 96:5. 


Office equipment, furniture 


Contract will furnish Partners facilities with big savings 
and four quality levels. Nov 97:5. 
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Office furniture prices must hold steady for first two 
years of Haworth-VHA contract. Jun 97:7. 

Regional group signs copier consulting agreement with 
fees based on savings. Mar 97:9. 


Operating room 

AmeriNet signs Storz Endoscopy to deal worth $16 
million in annual purchases. May 96:7. 

Community Hospital of California cuts 20% from its 
supply budget in the operating room with custom proce- 
dure trays. Feb 96:10. 

Colorado Hospital sees savings of 12$ after standardizing 
on one cataract pack. Dec 97:3. 

Contract offers compliance-based savings on wet and 
dry surgical prep systems. Jun 97:6. 

DeRoyal, Baxter get VHA contracts for procedure-based 
surgical packs. May 96:6. 

Every birth is unique for the mother, but for the hospital 
is it worth the price to use custom packs instead of basic 
packs? Apr 96:14. 

Georgia system finds reduction in SKUs adds up to 
savings in operating room. Aug 97:4. 

Growing market for disposable face masks recognized in 
new contract. Aug 97:9. 

Indiana University Medical Center goes stockless—again, 
this time with Baxter. Jan 96:3. 

Instrument-use study could be ultimate benefit of Amer- 
iNet, Pilling Weck pact. Dec 96:7. 

Intense competition raises questions about med-surg 
business methods. Jun 96:3. 

Landmark OR procedure studies lead the way for 
savings. Dec 96:18. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin automating operating rooms 
under Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

MedEcon signs two suppliers for contract to provide full 
line of surgical instruments. Dec 96:7. 

New vitrectomy pack combines line items to save on 
sterilization, inventory costs. Dec 97:5. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs on many fronts; 
adds control software. Oct 97:3. 

Precision approach, involving does in cutting O.R. costs, 
yields big results. Mar 96:3. 

Premier contract for patient warming products goes to 
Augustine Medical Inc. Nov 96:8. 

Premier Inc. members have choice of two sources for 
mechanical ventilators. Aug 97:9. 

Prep solutions, drapes, lead in savings after adoption of 
hysterectomy pack. Dec 97:5. 

Price survey on packs gave flawed analysis (letter). Jun 
97:9. 

Purchase Connection adds surgical packs to contracted 
Kimberly-Clark products. Oct 97:6. 

Sacred Heart reduces cost of implants by 25%, saving $2 
million in the process. Jun 96:4. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical costs; focus on joint 
implants, multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Standard laminectomy pack knocks 9% from the cost of 
disposable supplies. Nov 97:3. 

Surgery savings mount as staff joins materials manage- 


ment in the hunt for $$. Sep 
97:3. 

Surgical instruments go Elite at 
AmeriNet as Aesculap contract rewards 
compliance. May 97:8. 

Surgical packs and gowns offer potential for 
big savings based on utilization review. Dec 97:5. 

Tenet Healthcare signs endo contract with Smith & 
Nephew worth up to $16 million. May 96:7. 

Tennessee hospital system names U.S.S. as sole supplier 
of surgical supply items. Nov 97:4. 

This $1 billion expense probably isn't even appearing on 
your financial and materials management radar screens. Jul 
96:8. 

Trend is down in cost per case in the operating room, 
but there is still room for driving out more cost; here's how. 
Mar 96;22. 

University of Texas Medical Branch pares $500,000 from 
its operating room materials and supplies budget. Jan 96:15. 

Use of custom packs increasing for more procedures; 
three hospitals post saving. Feb 97:3. 

VHA members will have choice of Sterile Concepts and 
Baxter for custom procedure trays; DeRoyal and Baxter to 
share high-end. Feb 96:14. 

VHA’s microsurgical instrument business will be going to 
Storz for three more years. Jul 97:7. 


Orthopedics 

AIIHEALTH cuts orthopedics deal with Zimmer; first for 
the GPO. May 96:5. 

Hip implant prices edge downward; hospitals intensify 
standardization push. Sep 96:1 

Implant demand matching includes total knees. Sep 
97:18. 

In expanded Smith & Nephew agreement, AmeriNet adds 
orthopedics, other products. Jun 97:7. 

Loaner fees: who'll blink first in the approaching face-off? 
Jan 97:1. 

MAGNET signs DePuy Inc. to new five-year orthopedic 
implants and products contract. May 96:6. 

Push is on to standardize hip implants. Sep 97:1. 

Sacred Heart reduces cost of implants by 25%, saving $2 
million in the process. Jun 96:4. 

Staff, consultants go after surgical costs; focus on joint 
implants, multiple sources. Sep 97:5. 

Total joint replacement procedures present opportuni- 
ties to drive out costs through standardization, demand 
matching. Feb 96:18. 

Trauma products covered in ortho pact. Dec 96:8. 

VHA agreement with U.S.S. subsidiary covers new device 
to aid in spinal surgery. Sep 97:6. 

With consultant's help, hospital brings arthroscopy 
supply expense to its knees. Dec 97:4. 


Ostomy supplies 


Premier names specialized item suppliers to provide 
ostomy, thrombosis products. Dec 97:8. 
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Alta Bates hopes to trim up to 20% from sterilization 
costs with outsourcing deal. Sep 97:5. 

Contract will outsource support services after 
redesigning and combining them. May 97:5. 

Florida system moving quickly with plan to outsource 
materials management role. Aug 97:3. 

Hospital set to outsource electronic data processing 
with GE Informatior Services. Jul 97:4. 

HSCA document contract goes to Moore; members 
ponder outsourcing paperwork. May 97:8. 

Laparoscopic instruments good outsourcing candidates. 
Jun 97:14. 

Louisiana hospital preparing to hand over sterile 
processing, delivery to vendors. Jul 97:4. 

No fear: materials managers outsource work, keep 
control. Jun 97:1. 

Outsourcing: pros and cons. Jun 97:13. 

Regional group begins offering outsourced sterile 
processing for laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 

Shands moves to outsource warehouse, distribution 
through Medline agreement. Jul 97:5. 

Swedish Medical Center set to outsource pharmacy 
operations to Owen Healthcare. Aug 97: 4. 

Two hospitals in New York seek savings from off-site 
sterilization of instruments. Jul 97:5. 


Paper, office supplies 
Adhesive labels subject of new contract between 
Columbia/HCA and St. John Co. Apr 97:3. 


AmeriNet Inc. extends pair of contracts with Wallace for 
office supplies, forms. May 97:6. 

BJC takes aim at document expenses in pair of standard- 
ization efforts. Aug 97: 5. 

Business forms, both paper and electronic, provided by 
Moore for MedEcon members. Jun 97:6. 

CMMaA signs Uarco pact for document services. Feb 96:2. 

Getting the paperwork done can be costly process. Dec 
96:14. 

Glens Falls Hospital saves on chart paper use with bulk 
packaging. Mar 96:3. 

HSCA document contract goes to Moore; members 
ponder outsourcing paperwork. May 97:8. 

Kaiser Permanente, Uarco contract aims to cut 12,000 
documents from paper trail. Dec 96:7 

Latest Premier agreements feature paper, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and laboratory products. Sep 97:6. 

Long-term contract with forms suppliers aims to stream- 
line document processing. Apr 97:6. 

MedEcon chooses Moore for long-term pact covering 
document management. Jul 97:7. 

Paper stabilizing as instruments continue to climb. Oct 
97:12. 

Premier adds office supplies distribution to national 
portfolio with new contract. Dec 97:8. 

Premier makes it official: paper contract to be shared by 
Uarco, Standard Register. Nov 96:6. 

Price of paper down; heading up. Feb 97:1. 

Products related to medical document processing are 


focus of Premier pact. Aug 97:8. 

Purchase Connection names 3 to provide office supplies, 
forms, consulting service. May 97:6. 

Shared Services picks Standard Register, Wallace again 
for forms, office supplies. Sep 97:8. 

Two firms to share forms and document business from 
Purchase Connection. Jul 97:2. 

UHC labels United its sole supplier. May 96:8. 

University hospital group chooses Moore for forms and 
document management. Feb 97:7. 

VHA contract with Tidi Products will offer variety of 
paper examination products. Nov 97:8. 

VHA doubles span of document contract with Standard 
Register, to 8 years. May 97:7. 

VHA renews office products contracts. Jun 96:8. 

Xerox, Standard Register contract targets large VHA inte- 
grated system members. May 96:8. 


Patient monitoring 


Devices for patient monitoring, protection subject of 
new agreement from AmeriNet. Dec 97:6. 

Vital signs monitoring equipment covered under Shared 
Services deal with Protocol. Sep 97:7. 


Patient utensils 


Premier picks Medline, Vollrath to supply plastic uten- 
sils in dual-source contract. Apr 97:8. 

Vollrath named as patient utensil source in new three- 
year agreement with VHA. May 97:8. 


Patient volume 


How patient volume affects non-salary expenses. Apr 
97:18. 


Pharmaceutical products 


Bristol-Myers Squibb joins HIGPA. Sep 96:18. 

Cancer drugs from Bristol-Myers Squibb will have VHA's 
private label under pact. May 97:6. 

Cleveland Clinic names McKesson as prime vendor for 
pharmaceuticals. Feb 96:5. 

Drug index halts decline, reverses course. Nov 97:15. 

Generic drug prices continue to slide. May 97:1. 

Health system in Pennsylvania signs pact with pharmacy 
distributor McKesson Corp. Apr 97:5. 

Health system looks to Tenet’s BuyPower in two-year 
pharmaceutical agreement. Sep 97:5. 

Incentive pricing offered on pediatric pharmaceuticals in 
new HSCA contract. Nov 97:8. 

Intense competition raises questions about med-surg 
business methods. Jun 96:3. 

Latest Premier agreements feature paper, pharmaceuti- 
cals, and laboratory products. Sep 97:6. 

National Purchasing Alliance contract reviews yield addi- 
tional drug discounts. Nov 97:6. 

New England system picks McKesson for three-year 
pharmaceuticals contract. Jul 97:4. 

Pharmaceutical products to come from McKesson under 
new VHA agreement. Sep 97:6. 

Premier's biggest affiliate, GNYHA, shares contracts as 





Hospital Materials Management, December 1997 


© Copyright 1997 by The Business Word Inc. It is illegal under federal copyright law to reproduce, fax or input electronically this publication or any portion of it without the publisher's permission. 
For more permission information, see page 2. 





1996-97 HMM ARTICLE INDEX 





well as executive. Apr 97:6. 

Puerto Rican GPO forming as U.S. groups make headway 
in promoting contracts. Mar 97:7. 

Radiopharmaceutical agreement includes centers oper- 
ated by hospitals and vendor. May 97:3. 

Radiopharmaceutical production costs said to be rising; 
GPO adds new vendor. Dec 97:7. 

Robots deliver the goods for pharmacists at Univ. of 
Calif.'s San Diego Medical Center. Mar 96:4. 

Savings were an early byproduct of outsourcing. Oct 96: 
2. 

St. Paul hospital keeping McKesson Corp. as supplier of 
pharmaceutical products. Mar 97:5. 

Standardizing drugs and delivery products can add up to 
big savings, hospital finds. Sep 97:3. 

State of Louisiana calls on the private sector for help in 
purchasing med-surg supplies and pharmaceuticals. Jul 
96:6. 

Swedish Medical Center set to outsource pharmacy 
operations to Owen Healthcare. Aug 97: 4. 

UniHealth names McKesson prime vendor of pharmaceu- 
ticals for system. Mar 96:5. 

Year-end declines leave drugs with overall drop in 1996. 
May 97:15. 


Price index: medical-surgical 

lst quarter shows net 2% drop; instruments post big 
hike. Jul 97:12. 

Medical-surgical overall price index up slightly; oper- 
ating room commodity prices in general rise. Mar 96:16. 

Medical-surgical price index up slightly. Jun 96:14. 

Medical-surgical price index down slightly. Oct 96: 14. 

Paper stabilizing as instruments continue to climb. Oct 
97:12. 

Prices continue modest downward slide; paper still 
volatile. Apr 97:12. 


Price index: drugs 

Drug indexes appear to be moving upward again. Feb 
97:12. 

Drug index halts decline, reverses course. Nov 97:15. 

Drug indexes post overall decline, but trends were 
uneven. Aug 97:14. 

Drug indexes starting to level off after decline. Nov. 
96:18. 

IMS drug indexes continue seven-quarter slide. Jan 96:14. 

IMS pharmaceutical indexes take a downturn. Jul 96:11. 

IMS pharmaceutical indexes take a turn upward. Apr 
96:18. 

Year-end declines leave drugs with overall drop in 1996. 
May 97:15. 


Price watch 
April sees slowdown in rate of economic growth. Jun 
97:16. 
Both producer, consumer price indexes up slightly in 
June. Aug 97:17. 
Economic growth for all indicators speeds up in August; 
Purchasing Managers’ Index picks up sharply to 52.6%. Oct 


96: 12. 

Economy continues January 
growth, picks up speed. Apr 97:16. 

Economy continues strong growth, 
posting big jump in April; Purchasing 
Managers’ April Index climbs to 50.1%. Jun 
96:12. 

Economy falls back slightly after posting big jump in 
April; Purchasing Managers’ May Index down slightly to 
49.3%. Jul 96:14. 

Economy grows in January, but at slower rate. Mar 97:16. 

Economy stampedes back to life with 1.7 point jump in 
March; Purchasing Managers’ March Index climbs to 46.9%. 
May 96:16. 

Economy still growing, but more slowly in September; 
Purchasing Managers; Index drops to 51.7%, new orders 
rise. Nov 96:12. 

Economy's downturn in January was just a blip; 
Purchasing Managers’ February Index climbs back to 45.2%. 
Apr 96:16. 

June growth rate slows, but remains positive. Aug 97:16.. 

Manufacturing activity continues to grow in December; 
1996 ends on upbeat note for overall national economy. Feb 
97:16. 

Manufacturing activity contracts for fourth straight 
month; Purchasing Managers’ November Index drifts down 
to 46.5%. Jan 96:16. 

Manufacturing activity grows, but more slowly. Nov 
97:16. 

Manufacturing activity in doldrums for fifth straight 
month; Purchasing Managers' November Index edges up to 
47.3%. Feb 96:16. 

Manufacturing activity speeds up, backlogs grow. Dec 
97:17. 

Manufacturing activity takes turn for the worse in 
December; Purchasing Managers’ December Index free falls 
to 44.2%. Mar 96:20. 

Manufacturing growth rate slower in August. Oct 97:16. 

Manufacturing growth rate speeds up in July. Sep 97:16. 

Manufacturing indicators point to continued growth. 
May 97:16. 

May growth rate picks up, manufacturers report. Jul 
97:16. 

Pace of economic growth decreases drastically in July; 
Purchasing Managers’ Index shows a barely positive 50.2%. 
Sep 96:14. 

Prices show little movement: PPI up 0.1%, CPI down 
0.1%. Nov 97:17. 

Producer Price Index dips in July to 131.5; Medical Care 
Commodities index up to 211.0. Sep 96:15. 

Producer price index down, medical care CPI holds 
steady. Sep 97:17. 

Producer Price Index drops slightly in September; 
Medical Care Commodities index is still climbing. Nov. 96:13. 

Producer Price Index drops slightly; CPI still rising. Jun 
97:17. 

Producer Price Index edges downward very slightly. Mar 
97:17. 

Producer Price Index falls 0.1% in February; Medical Care 
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Commodities index rises by 0.4%. Apr 96:17. 

Producer Price Index falls by 2.3% in March; Medical 
Care Commodities index rises by 0.2%. May 96:17. 

Producer Price Index holds steady in November; Medical 
Care Commodities finally shows decrease. Jan 97:17. 

Producer Price Index moves down another notch. Apr 
97:17. 

Producer Price Index rises 0.1% in November; Medical 
Care Commodities increase by 0.3%. Jan 96:17. 

Producer Price Index rises 0.3% in December; Medical 
Care Commodities increase by 0.1%. Mar 96:21. 

Producer Price Index rises in May to 131.0; Medical Care 
Commodities index up to 209.7%. Jul 96:15. 

Producer price index up, medical care CPI drops slightly. 
Oct 97:17. 

Producer prices hold steady; CPI edges upward. May 
97:17. 

Producer Prices post modest rise in December; Medical 
Care Commodities were 210.4 for the year. Feb 97:17. 

Producer prices, non-prescription consumer items 
decline. Jul 97:17. 


Procurement cards 


AmeriNet chooses Commerce Bank for procurement 
card purchasing deal. Oct 97:6. 

Child Health Corp. selects NationsBank for procurement 
card purchasing program. Jan 97:6. 

Children's Hospitals considering switch to using credit 
cards for some purchases. Jul 96:3. 

Procurement cards taking off: VHA latest group to sign 


contract for card program. Apr 97:6. 


Protective apparel 
Protection level key to gown prices. Oct 97:1. 


Purchase Connection price report 


Materials costs push prices up; contracts hold them 
steady. Mar 97:12. 


Purchasing managers’ index 

April sees slowdown in rate of economic growth. Jun 
97:16. 

Both producer, consumer price indexes up slightly in 
June. Aug 97:17. 

Economic growth for all indicators speeds up in August; 
Purchasing Managers’ Index picks up sharply to 52.6%. Oct 
96:12. 

Economy continues January growth, picks up speed. Apr 
97:16. 

Economy continues strong growth, posting big jump in 
April; Purchasing Managers’ April Index climbs to 50.1%. Jun 
96:12. 

Economy falls back slightly after posting big jump in 
April; Purchasing Managers’ May Index down slightly to 
49.3%. Jul 96:14. 

Economy grows in January, but at slower rate. Mar 97:16. 

Economy stampedes back to life with 1.7 point jump in 


March; Purchasing Managers’ March Index climbs to 46.9%. 
May 96:16. 


Economy still growing, but more slowly in September; 
Purchasing Managers; Index drops to 51.7%, new orders 
rise. Nov 96:12. 

Economy's downturn in January was just a blip; 
Purchasing Managers’ February Index climbs back to 45.2%. 
Apr 96:16. 

June growth rate slows, but remains positive. Aug 97:16.. 

Manufacturing activity continues to grow in December; 
1996 ends on upbeat note for overall national economy. Feb - 
97.16. 

Manufacturing activity contracts for fourth straight 
month; Purchasing Managers’ November Index drifts down 
to 46.5%. Jan 96:16. 

Manufacturing activity grows, but more slowly. Nov 
97:16. 

Manufacturing activity in doldrums for fifth straight 
month; Purchasing Managers’ November Index edges up to 
47.3%. Feb 96:16. 

Manufacturing activity speeds up, backlogs grow. Dec 
97:17. 

Manufacturing activity takes turn for the worse in 
December; Purchasing Managers’ December Index free falls 
to 44.2%. Mar 96:20. 

Manufacturing growth rate slower in August. Oct 97:16. 

Manufacturing growth rate speeds up in July. Sep 97:16. 

Manufacturing indicators point to continued growth. 
May 97:16. 

May growth rate picks up, manufacturers report. Jul 
97:16. 

Pace of economic growth decreases drastically in July; 
Purchasing Managers’ Index shows a barely positive 50.2%. 
Sep 96:14. 


Radiation therapy 
VHA renews radiation therapy agreement. Jan 97:7. 
VHA contracts offer discounts on textile, diagnostic, 
radiation therapy products. Mar 97:7. 


Radiology 

AmeriNet switches to Kodak for X-ray film; savings up to 
25% reported by hospitals. Nov. 96:7. 

AmeriNet taps Bracco for 25% discount on radiographic 
contrast media. Jul 96:7. 

Bon Secours looks forward to savings from exclusive 
distribution contracts. Mar 97:4. 

Contrast media costs can be reduced still more. May 
97:12. 

Contrast media discount under new pact leads hospital 
to expect bigger savings. Oct 97:5. 

Contrast media prices on the move again, with latest 
Bracco-AmeriNet agreement. Oct 97:6. 

Emory tackles costs with more data, less inventory. Aug 
97:2 

Following testing at Brigham & Women’s, new imaging 
network approved by FDA. Nov. 96:4. 

Genesis Health System will develop savings with Philips 
radiology equipment. Jul 96:4. 

Hoag hopes new computed radiography system 
develops significant savings. Jan 96:6. 
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Indiana hospitals hope to develop savings with new 
digital imaging system. Feb 96:5. 

Jameson Hospital takes delivery of MRI called world's 
first mobile unit. May 96:4. 

MedEcon boosts contrast media discount with latest 
renewal of Nycomed contract.. Feb 97:7. 

New distribution contracts give four firms all radiology 
product business for VHA. Dec 97:8. 

New MRI, other diagnostic equipment featured in five- 
year AmeriNet contract. Oct 97:7. 

Picture this: radiology files can pay for themselves. Apr 
97:20. 

Purchase Connection selects Picker to sell, distribute 
radiology supplies. Jul 97:7. 

Radiology supply contracts reflect plummeting prices. 
Aug 96:1. 

Radiopharmaceutical agreement includes centers oper- 
ated by hospitals and vendor. May 97:3. 

Risk-sharing radiology pacts can streamline supply 
chain. Nov 97:1. 

San Bernardino County Med. Center will install Siemens 
filmless imaging network. May 96:4. 

Sentara pays by procedure for radiology supplies in 
unusual contract with Kodak. Jan 97:4. 

Shared Services Healthcare meets to award contrast 
media, X-ra contracts. Jul 96:6. 

Short-term switch turns into five-year pact as AmeriNet 
extends Bracco agreement. Nov 97:7. 

St. Luke's installing image management network for 
radiographic images. Jul 96:3. 


Standardization program helps system reduce contrast 
media costs even more. Sep 97:5. 

TargetBuy focuses on CAT scanning equipment from 
Picker International. Feb 96:8. 

UHC renews, expands Nycomed contract to make more 
contrast media available. Dec 97:6. 


Reusable vs. disposable 


Cost to process reusable drapes, gowns prompts 
hospital to switch to disposable. Aug 97: 4. 

Feuding makers of disposable trocars responding to 
growing reusable market. May 97:4. 

Surgical director sensed savings potential in switching to 
reusable pulse oxisensors. Jan 97:3. 


Risk sharing 

Capitated medical-surgical supply pact aims to save 
Hadley Hospital $250,000. Jan 97:3. 

Capitated supply agreements not for everyone. Feb 
97:18. 

Capitated textile contract adds third party, includes 
outpatient procedures. Nov 96:3. 

Capitated textile contract could save $130,000 on drapes, 
gowns, linens. Nov. 96:4. 

Capitated textile pact could save Western Reserve 
$500,000 over next three years. Apr 96:4. 

Charlton Memorial, Claflin share in first-year success of 
supply deal. Mar 96:3. 

Children's may develop new twist on distribution 


contract. Apr 97:2. 

Denver's St. Joseph and 
Kaiser Permanente tap Baxter for 
shared risk distribution agreements; a 
first for the national HMO. May 96:3. 

Getting the surgical staff to sign on to risk- 
sharing plan. Apr 97:21. 

Latest capitation deal promises to net $42,000 in 
savings for small hospital. Feb 97:4. 

MedEcon signs Picker to long-term pact with risk-sharing 
on equipment service. Jan 97:7. 

Pennsylvania Hospital starts off contract with advance 
check for savings in hand. Jan 97:4. 

Risk-sharing pact helps shave procedure costs. Feb 97:2. 

Risk-sharing payoff requires attention to smallest details. 
Nov 96:1. 

Risk-sharing radiology pacts can streamline supply 
chain. Nov 97:1. 

San Francisco hospital turns to capitation to snare 
savings on med-surg supplies. Feb 97:4. 

Sentara pays by procedure for radiology supplies in 
unusual contract with Kodak. Jan 97:4. 

St. Joseph knocks 10% off supply costs in first year of 
risk-sharing agreement. Jul 97:4. 

St. Joseph Mercy and Baxter Healthcare combine for risk 
sharing supply agreement. Apr 96:3. 

Summit Medical Center, St. Joseph sign risk-sharing 
deals with Medline. Jul 96:3. 

Washington hospital turns to capitation to cut expense 
of textile processing. Oct 97:4. 

Western Reserve cuts linen costs by 15% following 
conversion to capitated plan. Aug 97:3. 


Software, administrative 


Hospitals buy patient record software in new contracts 
with lowa company. Jul 97:4. 

Integrated system hoping to recoup investment in 
computer network by 2003. Feb 97:3. 

Mainframe gives way to client-server at Memorial Health- 
care System facilities. Mar 97:6. 

St. Vincent taps ALLTEL to manage information manage- 
ment center. May 96:4. 

Texas Tech, NEC to develop and market telemedicine 
products and applications. Apr 96:5. 

VHA adds database interface program to information 
technology contract portfolio. Dec 96:8. 

West Jersey Health System gets $1.4 million ESI software 
package. Jan 96:3. 

Xerox, Standard Register contract targets large VHA inte- 
grated system members. May 96:8. 


Software, materials management 

Baptist Health System begins overhauling purchasing 
system and inventory control. Jul 97:3. 

Baptist Healthcare System renews pact with Ramsdell 
for med-surg products. Jan 97:3. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps tight rein on compli- 
ance. May 97:1. 

Covenant, ESI link up for materials management redesign 
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project. Apr 96:4. 

Dept. of Defense distribution deal launches government 
agency into cyberspace. Mar 96:6. 

ECRI offers online program for hospitals to compare 
pricing on supplies and devices. Feb 96:4. 

Global materials management system will help monitor 
group contract activity. Oct 97:4. 

Hospital set to outsource electronic data processing 
with GE Information Services. Jul 97:4. 

Hospitals seek electronic connections for purchasing 
and other departments. Feb 97:4. 

Maine hospital adds Global Software's materials manage- 
ment components. Nov 97:4. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs on many fronts; 
adds control software. Oct 97:3. 

Online price system offers instant data; hospitals get 
nationwide cost comparison. Jan 97:5. 

Shared Services members can look up contract informa- 
tion on new web site. Nov 97:8. 

University hospital hopes to streamline materials 
management with new system. Nov 97:3. 

Valley Baptist aims to use new materials management 
system to speed delivery. Dec 96:5. 

Washington Hospital Center picks Global for new mate- 
rials management system. Dec 96:3. 


Software, patient care 


AmeriNet computers deal with MEDACOR will allow POC 
information gathering. Mar 96:7. 

Diagnostic images linked to departments via Kodak 
system at New York hospital. Mar 97:6. 

Emerson Hospital beginning to set up intranet for access 
to patient records. Feb 97:4. 

Marketing agreement to help customize new scheduling 
system for VHA members. May 97:7. 

Mayo Clinic hospitals begin automating operating rooms 
under Picis contract. Oct 97:5. 

More hospitals investing in electronic storage, transfer 
of clinical information. Jun 97:4. 

St. Francis replacing paper records with Lanier's auto- 
mated document system. Feb 97:5. 

Tenet introduces ADAC radiology system to bring 
patient images to docs’ desktops. Dec 97:4. 

Two-year contract covers mobile devices for monitoring 
patients’ vital signs. Dec 96:7. 

Vector extends diagnostic record pact; discount for 
members based on system. Nov 96:6. 

VHA signs agreement to market clinical pathway soft- 
ware program to members. Jun 96:7. 


Sponges, laparotomy 


Premier's laparotomy sponge business awarded to 
Medical Action Industries. Feb 97:6.x 


Sterilization 


Alta Bates hopes to trim up to 20% from sterilization 
costs with outsourcing deal. Sep 97:5. 
AmeriNet signs $57 million deal with J&J for sterilization 


systems. Jul 96:7. 

Custom sterile tray agreement extended to parent 
company, adds more products. Jun 97:7. 

J&J lands contract with five GPOs for instrument steril- 
ization equipment. May 96:7. 

Louisiana hospital preparing to hand over sterile 
processing, delivery to vendors. Jul 97:4. 

Premier endorses Swedish-owned firm as supplier of 
sterile processing products. May 97:7. 

Regional group begins offering outsourced sterile 
processing for laparoscopic trays. Jun 97:8. 

Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother expand sterilization 
contract with new pouches. Jul 97:7. 

Three hospitals save following conversion to H202 gas 
plasma sterilization system. Jun 97:4. 

Two hospitals in New York seek savings from off-site 
sterilization of instruments. Jul 97:5. 


Stockless distribution 


Air Force JIT deal won't fly with current regs. Dec 97:12. 

Duke University Medical Center's switch to stockless is 
paying off. Mar 96:10. 

Indiana University Medical Center goes stockless—again, 
this time with Baxter. Jan 96:3. 

Pyxis is acquired by Cardinal Health. Mar 96:5. 

Slew of new stockless agreements signed in 4Q95. Feb 
96:15. 

St. Luke's-Roosevelt turns over operations of distribution 
center to Micro Bio-Medics. Feb 96:5. 

Study examines costs of change to JIT or stockless. Feb 
96:1. 


Stretchers 
Two-way Premier deal offers stretchers. Jan 97:7. 


Suctioning systems 
Review suctioning systems with an eye to cost contain- 
ment. Oct 96:18. 


Supply Chain Management 

Alexian Brothers Medical Center's strategies to cut 
nonsalary expenses pay off to the tune of $1.2 million. Jul 
96:5. 

Children's hospitals join to study ways to drive costs 
from their systems. Jan 96:5. 

Columbia/HCA's new system keeps tight rein on compli- 
ance. May 97:1. 

Combined BJC facility will reap savings from purchasing 
efficiencies. Jul 96:4. 

How much did that Band-Aid® cost, really? Oct 97: 2. 

Long Island College Hospital retrofits and upgrades will 
save $4.4 million. Jan 96:4. 

Ohio hospital attacks instrument costs on many fronts; 
adds control software. Oct 97:3. 

When assessing supply costs, don’t forget case volume. 
Aug 97:18. 
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Sutures 


AmeriNet extends suture contract again. Feb 97:8. 

Best Value additions from Allegiance could drop costs of 
popular suture brand. Nov 96:4. 

Recent suture prices sliding downward, as hospital 
buyers cast votes for Ethicon. Aug 96:1. 

Saving on sutures: a new perspective on one of the 
oldest surgical products. Sep 96:16 

Suture price prospects vary by supplier. Dec 97:1. 

VHA members give Ethicon the green light for both 
suture and endosurgery products. Dec 97:8. 


Textiles 


AmeriNet renews textile contract with Baxter; purchases 
could total $12 million. Feb 96:7. 

BJC signs Angelica to linen services contract for 32 BJC 
facilities. Jul 96:4. 

Capitated textile contract adds third party, includes 
outpatient procedures. Nov 96:3. 

Capitated textile contract could save $130,000 on drapes, 
gowns, linens. Nov 96:4. 

Capitated textile pact could save Western Reserve 
$500,000 over next three years. Apr 96:4. 

Cost to process reusable drapes, gowns prompts 
hospital to switch to disposable. Aug 97: 4. 

Growing market for disposable face masks recognized in 
new contract. Aug 97:9. 

Heart unit linen use study leads to packs standardized 
for type of care needed. Jun 97:5. 

Premier's new textile agreement offers more choices 
than implied by dual-source. Jan 97:6. 

Protection level key to gown prices. Oct 97:1. 

Shared Services returns to Angelica after brief fling with 
Fashion Seal for uniforms. Oct 96:8. 

VHA contracts offer discounts on textile, diagnostic, 
radiation therapy products. Mar 97:7. 

VHA contracts with Medline for pillows; cuts brand list 
from 30+ down to six. Dec 96:7. 

Washington hospital turns to capitation to cut expense 
of textile processing. Oct 97:4. 

Western Reserve cuts linen costs by 15% following 
conversion to capitated plan. Aug 97:3. 


UPN codes 


After helping tame the Wild West, remote St. Alexius 
leads the way in bar code use. Dec 96:3. 

Most med-surg suppliers meet Dept. of Defense deadline 
for bar coding. Jul 96:10. 

St. Alexlus continues to make UPN history by evaluating 
new bar code systems. Mar 97:4. 

UPN catching on with vendors, hospitals; Defense Dept. 
cracking down on laggards. Nov 96:6. 

St. Alexius wins bar coding award. Jan 96:6. 

Bar code standards help ease adoption. May 97:13. 

UPN code standards may be the next issue. Oct 97:18. 

Common questions and answers about bar codes. Oct 
97:18. 

Deciding which standard to use. Oct 97:19. 


AmeriNet trying out degrad- 
able surgery products with short- 
term contract. Oct 96:8. 

Baltimore hospital set to test new device 
to turn medical waste into harmless lint. Feb 
97:4. 

Canadian hospitals lead in trying system for moni- 
toring, reducing medical waste. Jun 97:5. 

Nuking red bag waste vaporizes costs, create confetti of 
savings for MERI. May 96:3. 

Chicago hospital needed fewer kinds of sharps 
containers than it thought. Sep 97:4. 

MAGNET inks agreement for waste control consulting 
services with New York firm.. Dec 97:6. 


Wheelchairs 


New contract expected to boost savings for wheelchairs, 
other patient equipment. May 97:6. 


Wound Care 


AmeriNet elects to keep going with U.S.S. for ValuHealth 
wound closure products. Sep 97:8. 

AmeriNet, U.S. Surgical continue contract for laparo- 
scopic, wound closure supplies. Aug 97:7. 

Full range of advanced wound care items available in 
dual-source pact from HSCA. Nov 97:7. 

HSCA names U.S. Surgical to provide wound closure 
products for five years. Aug 97:8. 

VHA brings foam, gel, bandages to PLUS in series of new 
deals with manufacturers. May 97:7. 

VHA members may save $ 1.6 million on 3M deal for 
wound care products, others. Feb 96:6. 

Wound dressing prices holding steady. Jun 97:1. 
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Back issues of this publication 
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